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Gallery  Show 


Alberta  artist,  Sylvia  Boehrn- 
sen,  will  be  featured  at  a  show  in  the 
Foundation  s  Gallery,  running  from  May 
29  to  August  2.  Working  in  watercolors, 
Boehrnsen  has  recreated  a  number  of 
Alberta's  natural  scenes  —  particularly 
the  Rockies.  They  hold  a  special  appeal 
for  her  as  an  artist.  "Their  mood  is 

UMlVEKoli  i  or  ALBERTA 


everchanging.  It  can  be  friendly  or  hos- 
tile, withdrawn  or  aggressive,  serene 
and  unapproachable  or  provocative  and 
inviting."  What  an  opportunity  to  catch 
the  mountains  in  their  varying  lights  — 
all  in  one  day!  She  calls  the  sho^^  Alberta 
Landmarks.  All  the  works  are  for  sale 
ranging  in  price  from  $100  to  $1200. 


Cornerstone:  A  stone  forming  a 
part  of  a  corner  or  angle  in  a 
wall;  specifically  such  a  stone 
laid  at  a  formal  ceremony  or; 
the  most  basic  element;  the 
foundation  of. 

The  Foundation 

The  Alberta  Historical  Re- 
sources Foundation  was  estab- 
lished in  1976  to  provide  the 
means  to  assist  in  the  preser- 
vation and  recording  of  the 
Province's  historic  buildings, 
sites  and  objects  and  to  encour- 
age and  promote  public  aware- 
ness of  Alberta's  past. 
The  Foundation  is  a  Provincial 
Crown  Agency,  able  to  involve 
Albertans  directly  with  its  pro- 
grammes and  projects.  Donations 
and  bequests  of  funds  or  property 
receive  the  tax  benefit  of  a  dona- 
tion to  the  Crown. 
Membership  is  only  $5.00  a  year. 
It  entitles  a  supporter  to  receive 
the  Foundation's  magazine  which 
includes  notices  of  forthcoming 
exhibitions  and  events  at  the 
Foundation's  office  and  gallery, 
and  heritage  activities  through- 
out the  Province. 
Albertans  are  invited  to  contact 
the  Foundation's  office  with  their 
enquiries,  news  and  information 
of  subjects  and  events  which  they 
want  to  share  through  the  pages 
of  the  magazine. 
Please  direct  all  enquires  to: 
Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation 

102  -  8th  Avenue  S.E.,  Calgary, 
Alberta  T2G  0K6 
Telephone  (403)  297-7320 
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Barbara  Norlands,  Secretary  of  the  Bow  Valley  Questers 
ft890,  was  captured  for  posterity  with  the  real  Douglas 
Fairbanks,  Jr.  in  the  Banff  Springs  Hotel  lobby.  A  tour 
of  the  hotel  was  made  as  part  of  the  Foundation 's  Bow 
River  Annual  Regional  Meeting  when  a  charming 
and  co-operative  Mr.  Fairbanks  was  encountered  in 
the  lobby. 
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Lillian  Knupp:  Award  of  Honoi 


Lillian  Knupp's  special  com- 
mitment to  the  preservation  and  pro- 
motion of  Alberta  s  history  brought  her 
the  Foundation's  coveted  Award  of 
Honor  at  this  year's  Annual  General 
Meeting,  March  31st. 

She  is  the  daughter  and  grand- 
daughter of  one  of  High  River's  earliest 
pioneer  families,  and  has  carried  on 
their  pioneer  tradition  in  her  life's 
work,  sharing  the  history  of  the  area 
with  all  Albertans. 

Journalist,  author,  teacher,  and 
community  leader,  Lillian  presents 
unbiased  history  of  early  Indian-white 
contact,  as  well  as  providing  a  living 
example  of  mutally  rewarding  relations 
between  these  groups  in  contemporary 
Alberta.  Her  own  broad,  life-long 
contributions  to  the  preservation  of 
Alberta's  history  are  both  numerous 
and  hard-hitting.  Each  paper,  article, 
book  or  presentation  she  writes  carries 
impact  and  have  generated  a  loyal 
following. 

High  River  students  would  be 
the  first  to  praise  Mrs.  Knupp's  ability 
to  generate  enthusiasm  for  history  and 
research.  Her  children's  story  The 
Pigeon  that  Lived  at  the  Library  was 
written  to  help  students  learn  to  use 
library  and  research  facilities  at  an 
early  age. 

As  well,  she  has  secured  the 
donation  of  a  microfilm  reader  and  has 
arranged  for  a  complete  library  of  the 
High  River  Times  from  1902  onward  to 
be  stored  beside  it.  Her  future  plans 
include  a  series  of  talks  with  students 
on  how  to  do  research  and  use  the 
material  being  collected. 

In  addition  to  all  this  student 
support,  Mrs.  Knupp  directs  the  receipts 


". . .  interviews  took  me  to  the  strangest  places. " 


...a  country  bar 


and  royalties  from  her  writing  into  a 
scholarship  fund  for  a  Grade  12  student 
who  researches  and  writes  an  article  on 
Western  Canadian  history. 

She  provides  a  fine  example  for 
these  students  through  her  own  writing. 
Life  and  Legends  portrays  the  history  of 
High  River  in  her  very  human  and  humor- 
ous fashion.  As  well,  she  researched 
Saddles,  Sleighs  and  Sad  Irons,  a  history 
of  Chestermere,  published  in  1972. 

At  present,  she  is  best  known 
for  her  weekly  column  for  the  High 
River  Times  called  "Medicine  Tree 


recognizes  heritage  services 


Although  officially  retired, 
Mrs.  Knupp  is  currently  a  member  of 
the  Royal  Canadian  Legion  High  River 
Branch,  High  River  Centennial  Library 
Board,  Museum  of  The  Highwood 
Board,  High  River  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, High  River  Agricultural  Society, 
the  executive  of  the  High  River  and 
District  Oldtimers'  Association,  Writers' 
Guild  of  Alberta,  and  the  Friends  of 
Glenbow.  As  well,  she  is  active  in 


Cansurmount  after  her  own  experience 
with  cancer  six  years  ago. 

Her  volumes  of  papers  and 
articles,  vignettes  and  presentations 
have  won  her  recognition  and  a  number 
of  other  awards  from  various  organ- 
izations, including  Canadian  Women  of 
the  Press,  the  Carl  Nickle  Foundation 
and  CKXL  radio  station. 

Lillian  Knupp's  family  dates 
back  to  1800s,  but  her  ideas  are  moving 
the  province  forward  by  encouraging 
respect  for  one  another  and  apprecia- 
tion of  our  history. 
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Calendar 
of  Events 


Theatre  at 
Ft.  MacLeod! 

The  Great  West  Theatre  Co., 
located  in  Ft.  MacLeod,  is  on  again  this 
summer!  June  24  to  the  end  of  July,  the 
group  will  perform  a  period  piece 
melodrama  called  "Curse  You,  Jack 
Dalton."  It  offers  entertainment  for  the 
whole  family. 

Performances  will  be  in  the  old 
Empress  Theatre  on  Main  Street  in 
Fort  MacLeod  every  Monday  to  Thurs- 
day at  8  p.m. 

Another  play,  yet  to  be  decided, 
will  be  featured  in  August. 

Tickets  are  available  at  the 
door  prior  to  performances.  To  arrange 
for  large  groups,  call  the  Main  Street 
Office:  553-2500  or  553-2522. 

Historic  Site  Management  Workshops 
The  National  Trust,  in  conjunction  with 


the  American  Association  for  State  and 
Local  History  and  the  Small  Museums 
Committee  of  the  American  Associa- 
tion of  Museums,  is  sponsoring  several 
three-day  workshops  designed  for  mana- 
gers of  historic  sites  that  operate  on  a 
shoestring  budget  and  have  a  staff  of 
two  to  three  staff  members. 

For  more  information  contact: 
Office  of  Museum  Services, 
National  Trust  for  Historic  Preservation, 
1785  Massachusets  Avenue  N.W., 
Washington,  D.C.  20036 
(202)  673-4153. 

Hillhurst  Sunnyside 
Walking  Tour,  Calgary 

The  Urban  and  Regional  Planning  Lab 
at  the  University  of  Calgary  has  designed 
a  walking  tour  with  the  Hillhurst  Sunny- 
side  Community  Association.  It  is  an 
important  contribution  to  increasing 
public  awareness  for  the  community. 
The  walking  tour  is  available  from  the 
Urban  and  Regional  Planning  Lab  or 
the  Hillhurst  Sunnyside  Community 
Association  for  $.50. 


Stephen  Avenue  Mall,  Calgary 


The  mall  continues  to  suffer:  empty 
stores;  poor  design,  a  low  number  of  users 
other  than  at  lunch  hour,  and;  poorly 
maintained  heritage  buildings.  The  Mall 
is  our  most  important  historic  environ- 
ment and  one  of  the  most  significant  in 
the  province.  The  Mall  needs  help.  Some 
of  the  buildings  are  designated  but  many 
are  not  protected  and  therefore  are 
always  under  threat. 
There  are  a  number  of  concerns  that 
we  have  from  both  a  heritage  as  well  as 
a  general  downtown  perspective.  Taxes 
are  high,  business  is  down  and  a  major 
landowner  has  talked  of  demolition. 
Therefore,  the  Malls  health  and  buildings 


are  threatened.  The  picture  of  the  Mall 
and  of  heritage  buildings  are  closely 
integrated. 

If  we  can  see  these  threats  as  a  gradual 
process  of  deterioration  we  do  now  have 
a  more  immediate  concern.  You  will 
have  read  of  a  proposed  development 
in  the  block  bounded  by  8th  Avenue 
and  Centre  and  1st  S.E.  This  block 
contains  a  number  of  heritage  buildings 
and  we  would  argue  have  to  remain. 
Press  reports  are  not  clear  on  what  will 
happen  on  the  block  but  we  must  begin 
to  raise  public  awareness  about  this 
important  streetscape. 

The  SPARC  Newsletter,  Dec.  84 


A 

0 

Books 

Pemmican  Club 

Pioneer  Pemmican  Club  Round- 
up, a  history  of  the  Pioneer  Pemmican 
Club,  original  pioneer  organization  in 
the  N.W.T.  and  southern  Alberta  from 
1885  to  1985.  700  pages,  600  pictures. 
$45.00  plus  $3.00  for  mailing  from  W.  R. 
Lokier,  Box  1467,  Coaldale,  Alberta. 
TOL  OKO.  Cheques  may  be  made  payable 
to  Pemmican  Historical  Society. 

St.  Anne's  Booklet 

The  St.  Anne's  Catholic  Church 
is  celebrating  its  75th  birthday  June 
29th  and  30th.  To  commemorate  this 
era  (1910-1985)  the  St.  Anne's  Souvenir 
Book  Committee  has  prepared  a  180 
page  (199  pictures)  book  of  history.  This 
81/2  X  11  paperback  will  sell  at  $10.00 
plus  $2.50  for  postage  and  mailing. 

It  contains  both  Church  and 
Church  related  activities  and  actually 
begins  with  a  letter  written  by  Father 
Lajat,  one  of  the  Oblates  to  pioneer  this 
area  pre  1910. 


Requests  and  cheques  can  be 
mailed  to:  Mrs.  Anne  Spatuk,  Box  5, 
Blairmore,  Alberta.  TOK  OEO. 

PEACE  RIVER  REMEMBERS  ...  The 
Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie  Historical  So- 
ciety and  the  Peace  River  Women's 
Institute  announces  the  completion  of 
their  centennial  project,  the  publica- 
tion of  Peace  River  Remembers.  This 
book  tells  the  story  of  the  town  of  Peace 
River  from  1880  to  1950,  has  784  pages, 
over  1250  photographs  and  was  edited 
by  Katherine  Hoskin  Hunt.  Cost  of  the 
publication  is  $49.95  plus  $3.50  postage 
and  handling  and  can  be  ordered  from 
the  Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie  Historical 
Society,  c/o  Peace  River  Centennial 
Museum,  Box  747,  Peace  River,  Alberta, 
TOH  2X0. 

MUSEUM  PUBLIC  RELATIONS  .  .  . 
by  G.  Donald  Adams,  a  new  listing  from 
AASLH,  provides  the  first  comprehen- 
sive guide  to  effective  public  relations. 
(237  pages) 
Cloth  bound  $21.00 
AASLH  members  $18.90 
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Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation 
Membership  Application  Form 


Name  

Address   1985  Membership  Fee  $5.00 

 Postal  Code   Donation  

Telephone   Gift  M/Ship  

Gift  Membership  For:  Total 

Name  

Address  

 Postal  Code  


Telephone  

Please  make  cheques  to  Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation 

102  -  8th  Ave.  S.E.,  Calgary,  Alberta  T2G  0K6 
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Lac  La  Biche  Fur  Trade 


During  the  past  seven  or  eight 
years,  movements  have  been  afoot  in 
Lac  La  Biche  to  research  and  develop 
its  colorful  history  for  the  cultural 
awareness  and  enjoyment  of  the 
community  and  the  whole  province. 

Joint  funding  from  the  Alberta 
Vocational  Centre  in  Lac  La  Biche,  the 
Archaeological  Survey  of  Alberta  and 
the  Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation  made  this  extensive  re- 


search possible,  and  now,  the  long- 
awaited  results  are  in. 

The  final  report  describes  in 
detail  the  story  of  the  project  and  its 
title,  "The  Fur  Forts  of  Lac  La  Biche:  A 
Preliminary  Statement,"  explains  the 
focus  of  the  study.  The  primary  ob- 
jectives of  the  preliminary  archaeolog- 
ical research  program  were  to  locate 
and  determine  the  historical  signif- 
icance of  three  fur  trading  forts:  Red 


Sketch  of  Lac  La  Biche  Post  by  Frederic 
Remington  —  1896.  This  sketch  was 
made  for  a  book  written  by  Caspar 
Whitney,  a  well-known  travel  writer 
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ncovered 


Deers  Lake  House  I,  Greenwich  House 
and  Lac  La  Biche  Post.  Since  Lac  La 
Biche  was  a  strategic  point  on  a  major 
fur  trading  route,  these  sites  could  be 
among  the  most  important  in  Western 
Canada. 

The  first  results  of  the  study 
seem  to  indicate  that  the  researchers 
are  on  the  right  track.  They  have 
uncovered  archaeological  artifacts 
which  suggest  that  the  identified  sites 


of  these  forts  are  correct.  But  since 
pending  unregulated  development 
threatens  the  sites,  the  researchers 
recommend  that  further  study  be 
carried  out  immediately  to  verify  the 
results. 

The  report  makes  fascinating 
reading,  and  a  copy  is  available  at  the 
Foundation  for  those  who  are 
interested. 


Plan  of  Lac  La  Biche  Post,  1889  by 
inspecting  Officer  E.  K.  Beeston. 
Beeston  found  the  accommodation  at 
Lac  La  Biche  Post  "very  limited, 
especially  for  such  a  large  stock.  A  new 
store  will  probably  be  needed  before 
long,  and  might  be  much  better 
arranged  for  keeping  goods.  The  rest  of 
the  buildings  answer  the  purposes  of 
present  trade. " 
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Gushul  family,  friends,  and 
guests  gather  for  re-opening 


Gushul  family  members,  their 
friends,  residents  of  the  Crowsnest  Pass 
area  and  honoured  guests  gathered  on  a 
perfect  July  afternoon  on  the  lawn  at 
the  restored  Gushul  Photographic  Studio 
to  officially  re-open  the  premises. 

The  Mayor  of  The  Municipahty 
of  Crowsnest  Pass,  His  Worship  Dr. 
John  Irwin,  welcomed  guests  in  the 
brief  ceremony.  Greetings  were  delivered 
by  The  Honorable  Fred  Bradley,  Minister 
of  the  Environment,  MLA  Pincher 
Creek/Crowsnest;  Mr.  Russell  Montal- 
betti.  President,  Coleman  Historical 
Action  Programme  Society;  Mrs.  Anne 
Spatuk,  President,  Crowsnest  Pass  His- 
torical Society;  and  Mr.  William  White, 
Crowsnest  Pass  Historical  Corridor  Ad- 
visory Board. 

Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation  Chairman,  Mr.  Grant  Weber, 

/.  His  Worship,  Dr.  John  Irwin,  Mayor  of  the 
Municipality  of  Crowsnest  Pass,  greeting 
guests. 

2.  The  Honorable  Fred  Bradley,  Minister  of 
the  Environment,  and  MLA  Pincher  Creek/ 
Crowsnest. 

3.  Mr  Grant  Weber,  Chairman  of  the  Board, 
Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation. 

4.  Mr  Evan  Gushul,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Lena  Gushul,  sharing  memories  of  life  in 
the  Gushul  Studio. 

5.  Mrs.  Polly  Snowdon  and  Mrs.  Paraska 
Nelson,  daughters  of  Thomas  and  Lena 
Gushul,  cut  the  ribbon  to  open  the  restored 
Gushul  Studio  to  visitors. 

6.  After  the  dedication  ceremony  guests  and 
visitors  shared  refreshments  and  stories  of 
the  days  when  Lena  and  Thomas  Gushul 
operated  their  studio. 


provided  some  background  to  the  re- 
storation and  then  Mr.  Evan  Gushul, 
son  of  Thomas  and  Lena  Gushul,  shared 
some  reminiscences  of  life  at  the  studio. 

At  the  close  of  the  ceremony, 
the  Gushul's  daughters,  Mrs.  Polly 
Snowdon  and  Mrs.  Paraska  Nelson  cut 
the  ribbon  to  open  the  premises  for 
visitors. 

Master  of  Ceremonies,  Mr. 
Hugh  Craig,  a  foundation  board 
member,  then  adjourned  the  official 
part  of  the  program  for  much  apprec- 
iated lemonade  and  cake  provided  by 
members  of  the  Crowsnest  Pass  Historic 
Society. 

The  rest  of  the  afternoon  was  for 
reminiscing,  visiting  and  wandering 
through  the  restored  studio  looking  at 
some  of  the  Gushuls'  beautiful  photo- 
graphs. 
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Foundation 
Update 


Main  Street  Fort  MacLeod  Update 


The  Main  Street  Project  con- 
tinues to  encourage  restoration  of 
buildings  and  support  downtown 
rejuvenation  in  Fort  MacLeod. 

There  is  interest  from  mer- 
chants in  their  exterior  signage  as 
well  as  in  upgrading  the  interiors  and 
exteriors  of  the  premises.  Work  on 
buildings  from  the  '50's  primarily 
focuses  on  paint  schemes  and  covering 
up  deteriorated  materials  so  that  they 
are  visually  sympathetic  with  the  other 
buildings  around  them. 

Construction  on  the  art  deco 
design  of  the  Greyhound/Java  Shop  is 
just  about  complete.  Gaschler  Law 
Office,  Mereski's  Jewellers  and  Four  C 

Exhibits  back 
at  Foundation 

Members  will  be  pleased  to 
learn  of  the  decision  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  to  reinstate  art  exhibits  of  a 
historical  nature  at  Foundation  head- 
quarters. Originally  scheduled  to  be 
phased  out  in  1985  because  of  staff  and 
budget  constraints,  the  Board  recon- 
sidered when  visitors  to  the  Foundation 
voiced  their  disappointment  over  the 
demise  of  the  programme. 

Under  the  new  format,  exhibit 
space  is  made  available  to  artists  who 
assume  all  related  costs,  and  undertake 
all  installation,  dismantling,  publicity, 
etc.  An  administration  fee  of  20  per 
cent  is  charged  on  any  work  that  is  sold 
during  the  exhibit.  For  more  information 
contact  Esther  Brown  at  the  Foundation, 
phone  297-7320. 


Fashions  designs  are  out  for  bid  and 
renovations  will  begin  soon.  Family 
Cleaners  is  in  the  final  design  stages. 
Design  work  is  in  progress  for  Andrew's 
Hardware,  Robinsons  Store,  and 
McLeods.  The  Main  Street  Office  is 
also  assisting  with  design  work  outside 
of  the  business  district,  i.e.  the  Christ 
Church  Anglican  Parish  and  United 
Church  are  being  assisted  with 
renovations  to  their  entrances. 

Regular  walking  tours  during 
the  summer  months  can  be  arranged  at 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce/Tourist 
Information  Office.  Call  Kari  Gun- 
derson  at  553-4955. 


Groups  or  individuals  wishing  to 
share  items  of  historic  interest 
are  invited  to  consider  the  Comer- 
stone  as  a  means  of  communication. 
We    will    publish  appropriate 
material  as  space  allows.  Deadline 
dates  for  the  receipt  of  material 
for  the  balance  of  1985  are: 
FALL  ISSUE  -  AUGUST  13 
WINTER  ISSUE  - 
OCTOBER  25 
FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
CALL  ESTHER  BROWN 
AT  297-7320. 


Wilsons  Bam  —  Lazlo  Pal 
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Reader  says  priorities  on  dry  land. 


Dear  Editor: 

The  article  in  your  Winter  '84 
issue  on  underwater  archaeology  in  pro- 
gress near  Jasper  is  a  fascinating  view 
of  a  unique  project,  but  it  does  bring 
several  observations  to  mind.  While  not 
to  detract  from  the  scholarly  value  of 
this  work,  there  is  a  certain  irony  in  a 
semi-arid  western  Province  which  has 
no  saltwater  coastline  funding  research 
into  underwater  remains,  especially 
those  of  a  craft  originally  intended  to  be 
ocean-going.  The  irony  of  your 
Foundation's  funding  assistance  is 
made  more  poignant  knowing  that  up 
on  dry  land,  right  here  in  downtown 
Edmonton,  are  valuable,  intact, 
historic  structures  threatened  with 
demolition.  By  the  researcher's  own 
admission,  Project  GE  -  1  is  under  no 
threat  of  decay,  Patricia  Lake  acts  as  an 
excellent  preservative. 

Given  the  Alberta  Historical 
Resources  Foundation's  interest  in 
underwater  archaeology,  Mr.  Editor, 
we  would  like  to  know  how  to  apply  for 
a  grant  for  this  sort  of  work.  If  we  could 
build  an  extension  onto  Edmonton's 
glass-walled  Convention  Centre,  then 
take  it  around  the  nearby  Gibson 
Block,  somewhat  like  a  large 
aquarium  you  see,  then  fill  it  with 
water  — .  Well,  we  could  have  the  next 
underwater  project  for  the  Alberta 
Historical  Resources  Foundation  and 
the  first  for  Edmonton.  As  it  is  right  on 
Jasper  Avenue  the  project  would  have 
such  a  high  profile  and  it  would  be  so 
much  warmer  than  an  icy  lake  near 
Jasper. 

We  feel  the  benefits  of  this  idea 


are  apparent  and  trust  you  will  give  it 
the  careful  consideration  it  deserves. 
Yours  sincerely, 
Anne  Edwards 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  with  great  pleasure  that  I 
received  a  copy  of  your  issue  of  Winter, 
1984  with  the  cover  picture  of  the 
interior  of  the  Dominion  Cigar  Store  in 
Edmonton  at  Christmas  in  1912. 

The  co-owner  of  that  store  was 
my  father,  J.  M.  Lauerman  (not  Laver- 
man  as  spelled  in  the  Cover  note). 

The  store  remained  at  that 
location  on  the  corner  of  101st  Street 
and  Jasper  until  almost  1930.  The  picture 
recalled  nostalgic  memories  of  my 
visits  there  as  a  small  child.  It  was  a 
splendid  interior  with  gleaming  mahog- 
any, brass,  and  glass  counters  and  glor- 
ious odors  of  fresh  tobacco  and  cigars. 
Particularly  fascinating  to  us  children 
were  the  glass  jars  of  candy  sticks 
imported  from  England  in  all  colors 
and  flavours  and  selling  for  a  penny 
a  piece. 

Thank  you  for  bringing  back 
those  memories  of  times  before  the 
'Ban  smoking  days'. 

Betty  Collins,  (nee  Lauerman) 


Our  apologies  to  Lazlo  Pal  whose 
watercolor  painting  of  the  Wilson 
Bam  on  page  7  of  the  Foundation's 
Annual  Report  was  attributed  to 
Marie  Triggs. 
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Author  seeks  info  on  women's  role. 


Dear  Mr.  Weber, 

I  am  writing  to  ask  the  assis- 
tance of  your  members  in  gaining 
anecdotal  information  for  a  new  history 
I  am  researching. 


I  am  an  estabhshed  Canadian 
author  of  both  history  and  fiction.  I 
have  pubHshed  three  histories,  all 
currently  in  print,  and  five  novels  for 
teen-age  readers.  I  am  a  member  of  the 
Writers'  Union  of  Canada,  the 
Canadian  Authors'  Association,  and 
the  Federation  of  B.C.  Writers,  and  am 
a  professor  of  English  at  Cariboo 
College  in  Kamloops,  B.C. 

The  history  I  am  currently 
researching  is  a  study  of  Canada's 
women  —  not  the  few  well  known 
figures,  but  the  millions  of  little  known 
ones.  I  want  to  include  women  from 
every  area  in  Canada  from  the 
Maritimes  to  the  Pacific  coast  — 
women  of  all  occupations,  and  from  all 
levels  of  society.  And  I  want  to  cover 
women  of  all  racial  origins,  native  and 
white,  starting  in  the  mid-18th  century 
and  continuing  until  the  present  day. 
All  the  material  used  will  be  fully 
credited  in  the  text,  identifying  in  detail 
both  the  person  being  described  and 
the  contributor. 

Would  any  of  your  members 
have  anecdotes  of  stories  that  they 
think  should  be  included  in  such  a 
study?  There  should  be  journals, 
diaries,  letters  or  historical  records 
available  to  substantiate  these  stories, 
since  they  will  become  a  part  of  the 


authentic  historical  record  of  Canada's 
early  days. 

If  some  of  your  members  do 
have  such  stories,  would  they  write  to 
me,  stating: 

1.  The  name  and  dates  of  the 
woman  described. 

2.  The  locale  in  Canada  where 
the  events  took  place,  and  the  approx- 
imate date. 

3.  A  list  of  the  substantiating 
material  available,  eg.  diaries,  letters, 
historical  records  etc. 

4.  A  word  or  phrase  to  describe 
the  personality  traits  revealed  in  this 
particular  incident,  eg.  courage,  wis- 
dom, ingenuity,  deviousness,  humour, 
etc. 

5.  The  mailing  address  and 
phone  number  of  the  contributor. 

It  is  not  necessary  at  this  point 
to  include  the  story  itself,  though  a  brief 
sentence  or  two  of  summary  would  be 
helpful.  I  will  then  contact  the  writers 
individually  for  more  information,  and 
to  arrange  for  meeting  them  in  person 
in  some  cases. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  any 
assistance  you  can  give  me  in  getting 
this  matter  to  the  attention  of  your 
members. 
Sincerely, 
Joan  Weir 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Cornerstone,  which  just  arrived,  is 
most  interesting  in  many  different  as- 
pects! Holiday  guests  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  read  it  in  our  home. 
There  are  several  questions  I  would  like 
to  ask  of  you,  and  the  answers,  I  will 
be  taking  to  a  'coming  up'  meeting,  after 
the  New  Year. 
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Morrin's  Centennial  "Sod  House",  built 
by  the  entire  District,  in  memory  of  our 
courageous  parents  and  all  pioneers,  is 
one  of  very  few  in  Alberta.  Morrin  is  a 
small  town  and  cannot  afford  to  hire  a 
"Summer  Student  Hostess",  during  the 
tourist  months  of  July  and  August,  and 
special  holidays  when  families  want  to 
take  their  visitors  thru.  Would  there  be 
funds  available  to  hire  a  student  for 
certain  posted  hours? 
The  "Sod  House"  is  often  included  in  the 
tourist's  circle  tour  -  starting  on  the  Drum- 
heller  Dinosaur  Trail,  the  excellent  An- 
tique Museum,  the  famous  Little  Church, 
the  "hard  top"  surfaced  road,  climbing 
up  through  the  Bad  Lands,  on  past  the 
Oil  Fields,  to  Morrin's  Sod  House  and 
return  the  eleven  miles  back  to  Drum- 
heller  by  way  of  the  No.  9  Highway. 
When  contacted,  a  number  of  us  would 
gladly  escort  visitors.  Several  have  keys, 
including  the  Town  Office  and  "The 
Neilsen  &  Seimens"  Insurance  Office, 
but  Offices  are  closed  after  hours  and 
on  holidays,  the  very  time  people  have 
time  to  visit  and  tourists  can  be  expected 
anytime. 

Since  1980,  School  Teachers  make 
appointments,  I'm  usually  the  one  to 
greet  the  class  at  the  door,  in  an  old 
fashioned  custume,  and  explain  the 
contents  of  the  uniquely  furnished  Soddy , 
most  items  are  obsolete  now. 
For  instance,  in  researching  data  for 
the  opening  article  in  "Blooming  Prairie", 
the  Morrin  &  District  Historical  Book, 
by  Peter  Fidler  in  1792-93,  he  said  of  the 
Buffalo  in  this  area,  "I  never  saw  such 
amazing  numbers  together  before!  I  am 
sure  there  must  be  millions  in  sight  as 
no  ground  can  be  seen,  extending  at 
least  for  ten  miles". 
Perhaps  another  Cornerstone  should  be 
made  and  placed  on  the  grounds  of  the 
Sod  House,  —  commemorating  the  "Day 
of  the  Buffalo".  We  have  so  few  re- 
minders! A  neighbor  has  donated  a  large 
Buffalo  "Rubbing  Stone",  if  we  can  get 


money  and  outfit  together,  to  have  it 
moved  in.  Perhaps  the  Buffalo  history 
could  be  told  on  a  plaque  secured  to  the 
"Rubbing  Stone"  with  a  small  majestic 
Buffalo  placed  on  top  to  emphasize  the 
greatness  of  the  now  almost  'vanished' 
herds. 

We  can  expect  many  more  visitors  to 
Morrin  as  the  new  World  Wide  Tyrell 
Museum,  opens  this  coming  fall,  of  1985. 
It  is  set  in  the  picturesque  Badlands 
north  of  Drumheller.  People  from  all 
over  the  world  will  come  to  see  and 
study. 

Do  you  know  where  a  small  replica  of  a 
Buffalo  can  be  obtained?  How  could  it 
be  secured  to  the  rock?  And,  what  of 
the  price,  would  it  be  prohibitive? 
Thank  you  for  this  consideration.  I  hope 
for  a  reply  at  your  earliest  convenience. 
Incidentally  —  in  regards  to  the  Sod 
House  -  a  Fire  Inspection  Officer  ordered 
that  the  door  be  removed,  and  hung  to 
swing  outward.  Old  Timers  insist,  that, 
that  is  not  authentic!  Lives  depended 
sometimes  on  getting  out  of  the  door.  A 
raging  snow  storm  could  engulf  the 
house,  making  it  impossible  for  many 
weeks  -  to  open  the  door,  out!  Hung  to 
swing  in,  one  could  tunnel  out  through 
the  snowdrift! 

Mrs.  Clara  Montgomery 

Box  157 

Morrin,  Alberta  TOJ  2B0 
(Editor's  note:  this  letter  was  sent  to  the 
Foundation  primarily  to  gain  informa- 
tion. However,  Clara  Montgomery  has 
kindly  given  permission  to  reprint  some 
of  the  interesting  sections). 
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Parks  Pares 
Canada  Canada 


HERITAGE  NOTES 

NATIONAL  HISTORIC  PARKS 


FORT  ST  JAMES  NATIONAL  HISTORIC  PARK 


XXeart  of  vigorous  fur  trade  enterprise  for  nearly  a  century,  Fort 
St.  James  is  the  longest  continuously  inhabited  white  settlement 
west  of  the  Rockies.  Simon  Fraser's  original,  isolated  outpost  on 
Stuart  Lake  grew  to  command  a  vast  area  between  the  Rocky  and 
Coastal  Mountain  ranges.  This  was  New  Caledonia,  known  as  the 
Siberia  of  the  fur  trade.  By  the  1890' s,  lake  schooners  helped  ease 
early  transport  hardships. 


For  information  write:  Parks  Canada,  Western  Region, 
P.O.  Box  2989,  Station  M, 
Calgary,  Alberta  T2P  3H8 


Canada 


